
Barriers to Coastal 

Access

Permits and Costs for Nonprofit Programs



Surveyed 65 Beaches managed by either State Parks, BLM, NPS, County, or City 

19 North Coast,  3 Bay Area,  23  Central Coast, 20 South Coast 

Scope of Research

Brown Girls Surf

● Website information and called or emailed Land Manager

● Cost estimates for Nonprofit Surfing Program

o Special Use Permit fee 

o Application for Special Use Permit

o Parking fee

o Lifeguard availability & fee 

o Group Camping 



Permit fees vary between and within regions

Average permit fees by region. SE shown. Range of permit fees by region.



Combined costs vary between regions

City Surf Project

Potential combined costs by region. SE shown.



● Information not readily available

○ Difficult to contact by phone and/or email

○ No standard cost estimates and fee schedules

■ 18/65 sites could not provide a quote 

Challenges

Newport Beach

● Nonprofit programs not always approved

○ 8/65 beaches require concession or 

contracting

○ Attitudes toward new groups vary

● Permit availability varied by season

○ Some sites at capacity by July

○ 13/65 sites issued limited or no permits on 

holidays or weekends Doheny State Beach



Positive Examples

Santa Monica BeachImperial Beach



● Conclusions

○ Specific information difficult to obtain 

○ Costs varied widely across sites surveyed

○ High costs and other constraints may limit programs’ abilities 

to serve participants

Summary

Outdoor Outreach

The Wahine Project

● Scope of research

○ 65 beaches along CA coast

○ Estimate fees (application, permit, lifeguards, etc.) for NGO 

surfing program



Thank you!

Emely Lopez
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